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 Interview with Klaus Buchner, member of the 

Ecological-democratic party and of 
the Greens-European Free Alliance 

What assessment of the last European legislature ? 
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• Greatest success of the 2014-2019 parliamentary term 
(collective or personal) ? 

K.B. : « The greatest success I’ve experienced so far took place in January 2018 : 571 depu-
ties approved my report about dual-use goods, 29 voted against it and 29 abstained. More 
stringent regulations in the whole European Union regarding the export of surveillance tech-
niques should prevent drones and spywares coming from the EU from being provided to dic-
tators or authoritarian regimes. The European Parliament can now enter the negociations 
about the export of dual-use goods, which can both be used for military and civil purposes, 
with the Council and the Commission with a strong position. As I’m the parliamentary rappor-
teur on this dual-use project, I can also personally take credit for it. » 




• Greatest failure of the 2014-2019 parliamen-
tary term ? Is there something you regret? 

K.B. :  « I think it is highly problematic that the EU Commission makes the 
same mistakes time and again when it comes to various trade agree-
ments. The negociations remain secret, the treaties are complicated and 
non-transparent. And the ones who criticise these treaties are frequently 
defamed. Yet, we need fair trade agreements that don’t damage 
anyone, neither the EU nor the partner countries. We need to focus on 
human rights, social justice and climate protection instead of trying to get 
a better yield at the expense of others. » 

• Any forecast for your political family for 2019’s European 
elections ? 

K.B. : « I truly hope that the ecological parties, and therefore my party - the ecological-demo-
cratic party (ÖDP) - as well, will get more voters. Climate change is precisely going to be a 
major issue for the years to come, and it can only be tackled by working together in the Eu-
ropean union of states. » 
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Biography 

1983: Member of the German 
Ecological-democratic party 
(ÖDP) 

2003-2010: Federal chairman  
of ÖDP, struggle against the 
nuclear and the lack of demo-
cracy in free trade agree-
ments  

2014:  European deputy for the 
ÖDP, first European represen-
tative for the party
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• Greatest challenges for the EU for the 2019-2024 parlia-
mentary term? 




K.B. : « As mentioned earlier, climate change is a 
major challenge, especially regarding all the pro-
blems connected to it such as drought, flooding, 
global warming and, subsequently, migration flows. 
But the increasing isolation some EU states are 
heading towards remains on the European agenda 
as well. We need to talk about the values we share 
and the stance we want to adopt towards the states 
benefiting from European conveniences like subven-
tions for example, but who don‘t accept to take re-
fugees in or restrict press freedom. We have to hold 
a substantive debate about it. » 

• How will the EU look in 2030? 

K.B. : « I don’t know how the EU will look in 2030. I can only express what I wish for : the EU 
has to become more democratic. We need a Parliament with the same prerogatives as any na-
tional representation in a democracy. One of these rights is to be able to decide upon every 
major EU issue, which means, for example, upon foreign affairs and defense policy as well. 
The Parliament has to have the right to propose new laws and to elect a government. The EU 
Commission, that assumes the role of European government, is currently approved, but nei-
ther elected nor controlled, by the Parliament. That’s why there is no government coalition or 
opposition in the European Parliament. These European deficiencies need to be rectified as 
soon as possible. » 

Interview conducted by Lucie Solem - President of EuroCité 
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« I can only express what I wish 
for : the EU has to become 
more democratic. We need a 
Parliament with the same pre-
rogatives as any national re-
presentation in a democracy. » 

    KLAUS BUCHNER
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