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WARD 

 Interview with Julie Ward, member of the 
Labour party and of the Group of  

the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats 

What assessment of the last European legislature ? 
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• Greatest success of the 2014-2019 parliamentary term 
(collective or personal) ? 

J.W. : « The greatest success for my political group would be the revision of the posted wor-
kers directive. It is quite a technical issue, I did not personally work on it but the previous si-
tuation was not positive for our group nor did it reflect our values. We managed to sort it out 
thanks to the work of my colleagues of the S&D group. I am a member of the trade-union in-
tergroup in the European Parliament. Members of the intergroup come from EPP, S&D ALDE, 
Greens, GUE, so it represents a majority position. It is important to stress to people of the left 
this example of good cooperation around employment law because the centre-right is with 
us, not against us. And it shows what the EU does best: find a common agreement. 

For me personally: I was the rapporteur of the resolution on the role of intercultural dialogue, 
cultural diversity and education in promoting EU fundamental values. It was the Parliament’s 
education and culture response to the Paris declaration: The Member States’ major response 
to the threat of terrorism (or perceived threat) was more guns, more po-
lice, more surveillance, more laws, more fear, more barriers. It does not 
solve any problem of why this is happening. My response was a political 
one : more dialogue, more education. The only solution is to address the 
root causes of why young people feel excluded. We need inclusive edu-
cation and culture policies that address the issue before it becomes an 
issue. I am very proud of this report because it is a response to a serious 
situation in Europe and it is not less important today than it was when 
adopted in 2016. The Parliament should find ways to take the report into 
account across thematic agendas, not only the education and culture 
world. For example, life-long learning in a vocational environment. 

 (More information :https://tinyurl.com/ya9hbm68) 

A small success but still very important to me : I was shadow rapporteur for the report on em-
powering girls through education in the EU.  I suggested an amendment about the impor-
tance of sex education programs in schools. Some feared, even in my political group, that we 
could lose the vote because of this amendment. But I stuck to my idea. We won the amend-
ment! For me it demonstrated that you have to be brave. I was new in politics ; I knew it was  
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the right thing to do. It is only a policy recommendation, not a legislative report. But it demons-
trated that you have to fight for what you believe in. 

 (More information:  https://tinyurl.com/ybxtt2eu)    

Last small success: convincing the Commission to change the terminology around STEMS. 
For 4 years, every time people talked about STEMS, I talked about STEAMS, A standing for 
arts. The new Culture Agenda now uses STEAMS, not STEMS! » 

• Any forecast for your political family for 2019’s European 
elections ? 



J.W. : « I don’t think you can predict anything in poli-
tics. The dream scenario is that the UK stays in the 
EU, that Brexit does not happen and that British 
socialists can play a new leading role around social 
values and the importance of social democracy in 
Europe. And I do think we should work more closely 
with other leftist parties in order to try and build an 
alternative, come together in broader groups in 
the Left. My fear is that the populists, the right-wing 
politicians, continue to install this culture of fear of 
the other, to scapegoat migrants and refugees for 
the problems that have actually been caused by the 
elite and the money men. Austerity was imposed on 
the majority of the European population as a way of 
dealing with the crisis that was caused by the weal-
thy and the elite. This austerity policy has backfi-
red. The populists and the fascists exploit that to 
the detriment of the European project that belongs 
to the people, not to the governments. We have to 
claim it back. » 
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« There are a lot of reasons why 
people migrate. There’s nothing 
wrong with it. We all do it. We 
just have to learn to deal with 
it. The true story about migra-
tion needs to be told : a diverse 
population and a mobile popu-
lation is better for all of us. » 

    JULIE WARD
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• Greatest challenges for the EU for the 2019-2024 parlia-
mentary term ? 

J.W. : « The EU’s own making. Last October, at the Gothenburg social summit, the social 
pillar was adopted. This was supposed to give the EU all the tools it needs. But now we need 
to take actions. Signatures and pretty pictures are not enough. And I would like to see the so-
cial pillar placed at the forefront of everything the EU does. What I am worried about is that 
security becomes the priority issue. We already see changes in the budget headings. For me 
this goes against the social pillar. Of course the migration crisis will not go away. I call it a mi-
gration crisis and not a refugee crisis because the two countries that receive the most refu-
gees are actually Lebanon and Jordan, so not the EU. Let’s put things into perspective. I think 
the world has a migration crisis and migrations happen for a lot of reasons: conflicts, climate 
change, unsustainable lives (due to economic factors). There are a lot of reasons why people 
migrate. There’s nothing wrong with it. We all do it. We just have to learn to deal with it. The 
true story about migration needs to be told : a diverse population and a mobile population is 
better for all of us. Migrants go to the UK to work, to pay into the tax economy but they were 
not allowed to vote in the Brexit referendum. They are not scroungers ; they are part of the 
richness of the British society. We see what happens when the right-wing media narrative, its 
lies and its hatred are believed by people who may be scared for their job, their future. They 
have been victims of austerity measures and they are told to blame the migrant, the neigh-
bour… » 

• How will the EU look in 2030 ? 

J.W. : « In 2030, I very much hope that we will have completed the accession process of the 
Balkan states. They already feel like they belong to the European family and the European so-
ciety and are exhausted by the very long, and sometimes unfair, accession process required to 
become a full-fledged member of the family. That is the case for Kosovo, for example, and I’m 
not very pleased with the way things have been going. I am a member of the delegation for re-
lations with Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo. I do a lot of work with young people and 
women in these countries. I’m always speaking up on the importance of going forward and 
progressing in the process to bring them into the European family. Serbia is more problematic 
because of political games played with the former Yugoslav countries. Yet Serbia also wants to 
belong to the European family. We need young people in the leadership. We need more 
women to come into politics. I really hope the UK realizes its mistake and backs out before it 
is too late. And if we do Brexit, I hope that we’ll come back. Young people are the future and 
they feel European! » 

Interview conducted by Lucie Solem - President of EuroCité
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