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     ANDREJS 
MAMIKINS 

Interview with Andrejs Mamikins, member of the  
European Parliament elected with the list of the  

Latvian Social Democratic Party « Saskaņa » and 
member of the Group of the Progressive Alliance of 

Socialists and Democrats  

What assessment of the last European legislature ? 
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• Greatest success of the 2014-2019 parliamentary term 
(collective or personal) ? 



A.M. : « I consider the possibility to represent Latvia on the EU level already 
as a success and a big honour. I think that my personal efforts brought bet-
ter results in the sphere of shaping EU policy towards the countries of 
Eastern Partnership, minority rights, freedom of media and expres-
sion, different kinds of security issues. However, it is better to ask my col-
leagues rather than myself about the results of my work. This term has 
been very demanding so far, considering all sorts of current challenges that 
our predecessors have not faced. I think that the Group of Socialists and 
Democrats has been very active in protecting social values in view of eco-
nomic and migration issues. Personally, I consider the introduction of the 
Social Pillar as one of the biggest achievements. We need to make the EU 
citizens feel protected, we need them to be future-oriented and confident 
about their life quality and job opportunities. » 

•  Greatest failure of the 2014-2019 parliamentary term ? Is 
there something you regret? 

A.M. :  « One of the failures of this legislative term is that the European Parliament did not 
manage to come closer to the people, to become more attentive to the needs on the ground. I 
wish that our voters knew that Brussels is not only about institutions, it is a place where their 
ideas and needs can be heard. Still, a large part of the EU citizens consider it as distant and 
not directly relevant for their lives. The EP should have carried more information and sensi-
bilisation campaigns. People must be aware of the benefits the EU brings to them personally, 
otherwise the degree of trust in the EU institutions will fall down. 
Another failure that I consider unacceptable for the EU as an international actor is the vicious 
practice of resolutions and sanctions against the countries that could have been our part-
ners. Resolutions condemning the behaviour of this or that foreign country can only have a 
certain effect if the country in question is sensitive about its international reputation. But cur-
rently autocratic states not only do not care about our resolutions, but even sell them internally 
as a “European bogeyman” against which the government has to fight. Economic sanctions as 
a form of coercive policy turned out to be completely inefficient. They did not change the be-
haviour of the targeted countries, and at the same time they brought huge damage to the  
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European businesses and the international trade stability. I wish we could get away with this 
practice. » 

• Any forecast for your political family for 2019’s European 
elections ?  

A.M. : « In the European Parliament, I belong to the family of socialists and democrats. I am 
convinced that our family is ideologically and politically equipped to deal with current pro-
blems in the EU. We have a long history and experience. But this is not enough now. European 
left forces have to go forward, reform themselves, reinvent the way of doing politics. I hope 
that many voters will express their trust in our political family in the next elections to the Eu-
ropean Parliament in 2019. But I try to be realistic in my expectations: many of those who vo-
ted left in the previous elections now do not consider left parties as capable of giving solutions 
to the new challenges. The EU was different 40 years ago, and the left wing was leading most 
progressive policies and was able to hear and to satisfy the needs of Europeans. Now, in order 
to maintain our deserved position and gain weight in politics, we need two things. First, we 
need a better coordination among the European left parties. When I say this, I do not only 
mean socialists and democrats, I also mean social liberal and left green. The European center-
left has to overcome the party divide and better coordinate the efforts. I actually believe that 
this is the only good reply to the rise of right-
wing and anti-European populism. The second 
thing I wish for my political family is major de-
termination in defending left values. Our socia-
list predecessors had the courage to put the 
interests of workers at the center of policy-ma-
king and fight for every single right that could 
benefit the working class. Now we need to do 
the same, we need to defend the dignity and 
the well-being of our citizens. 
In addition I hope that the socialists and de-
mocrats will manage wisely the strengthening 
of identity politics in Europe. Identities can 
work as a tool to build a more inclusive and in-
tegrated EU, and it can also be a weapon that will tear apart what we have achieved. 
Socialists and democrats have to be determined and bold to be the locomotive of the Eu-
ropean integration and federalisation process. » 
  

•
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« We need a Europe of regions where 
the role of the national state slightly 
steps away to the benefit of local 
and European decision-making. (…) 
There will be more equality and co-
ordination among regions rather 
than states. The EU has to be less 
national and more international. »                                                                      

    ANDREJS MAMIKINS
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• Greatest challenges for the EU for the 2019-2024 parlia-
mentary term? 

A.M. :  « The challenges that we will face in the next legislative term are mainly concentrated 
around the topic of security. I am happy that the work on the EU security package already 
started in this term and I try to actively contribute to it with my work. But I believe that the next 
term will inevitably face the problems that European national politicians have been trying to put 
under the carpet for recent years. I am mainly speaking of migration crisis. Military activities of 
certain EU Member States in Northern Africa have led to instability which resulted in a huge 
migration flow to the EU. Even though the EU border management currently works rather well 
and the arrivals have fallen by more than 90% since 2015, migration still remains the number 1 
topic. It is true that the EU has not created a new viable solution to deal with asylum-seekers 
and the redistribution does not work. However, I must admit that the extent of this problem is 
being exaggerated by the anti-European populists. And this brings us to a bigger internal chal-
lenge – reversal of integration. In the next term, left MEPs will have to fight to protect the 
achievements of integration. As a Latvian politician, it is very important for me that Latvians 
and other ethnicities, like Russians, Belarusians, Poles living in my country, are all well repre-
sented at the EU level. I believe that inclusiveness is the key to a functioning democracy. 
Therefore, my wish and my goal is that all the minorities living in Latvia, be they citizens or 
those with a special status of non-citizen, all of them should have the right to vote at the Eu-
ropean elections. I wish the same democratic breakthrough to my Estonian colleagues. » 

• How will the EU look in 2030? 

A.M. : « 2030 will come sooner than we think. You may call me a dreamer, but I see the EU in 
2030 as a united federal superpower. I believe that everything should be centralised in poli-
tics, from taxes to social services. We need a unique currency, Euro, to be introduced in all the 
Member States. And for a functioning monetary union we also need a banking and fiscal 
union. The EU’s common foreign policy needs to become really common. We need to stop 
sending divergent messages from all the capitals, creating confusion among our international 
partners. My greatest wish is that the EU comes closer to the people. We need to develop 
institutional proximity to the organisations on the ground and take the decisions based on 
concrete needs. We need a Europe of regions where the role of the national state slightly 
steps away to the benefit of local and European decision-making. Only in this way can we pre-
vent that some of the EU member countries get treated as second-category. There will be 
more equality and coordination among regions rather than states. The EU has to be less na-
tional and more international. »                                                                                                                                                                                                 
  

Interview conducted by Lucie Solem - President of EuroCité
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