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• Your greatest success during the 2014-2019 parliamenta-
ry term (collective or personal) ? 

E.G.S. : « As a group, the adoption of the social pillar by the heads of 
States and Governments. Unfortunately, it has yet to be implemented. 
There can be no strong political union without social protection in terms of 
labour law, healthcare and education.  

More personally, I am the European Parliament’ Standing Rapporteur on 
Humanitarian Aid. We increased fourfold the level of funding in education 
for children who are victims of humanitarian crises, such as refugee 
children living in camps. »  

•  The biggest failure of the 2014-2019 parliamentary 
term ? Is there something you regret ? 

E.G.S. :  « The European Union wasn’t able to come up with truly common solutions to some 
of these past years’ biggest challenges : the economic crisis, migratory and security issues. 
The migratory issue is probably the most divisive one today, not so much because of the 
number of migrants involved. This never really was an issue per se. The real problem is the 
selfishness demonstrated by the states which refuse to host refugees. In the past 3-4 years, 
just over a million refugees have reached our shores, which merely represents 0.5% of the Eu-
ropean population. If all European member states were truly showing solidarity, refugees would 
be evenly distributed across the EU and it wouldn’t present any particular difficulty. » 

• Any forecast for your political family for 2019 European 
elections ? 

E.G.S. : « I am confident that the Socialists and Democrats group will remain the second-lar-
gest political group in the European Parliament, as it was already the case for the previous 
two legislatures. We’ll probably obtain worse outcomes in some countries (France and Italy) 
but better ones in others (Spain and Portugal). In some other countries we should get similar 
results as in the past. The European People’s Party probably won’t get as many MEPs this time 
around, which means, even if the Socialists and Democrats end up being the second-largest  
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group, we should be able to form a majority with other progressive parties. I think our group 
could even obtain the EU Commission’s presidency position, as we’d be the majority coali-
tion’s driving force. » 

• Greatest challenges for the 
EU for the 2019-2024 par-
liamentary term ?  

E.G.S. : « Two different scenarii can be envisa-
ged: 
- Business as usual : Eurosceptics will continue 
raising the banner of the migratory issue, not so 
much because of the number of refugees 
concerned but rather to exploit the EU’s internal 
divisions.  
- Defining a stronger and more European foreign policy as we tackle two challenges : 
	 * Trump’s policies and his hostility to multilateralism which aim at isolating the EU 
	 * China’s agressive stance, in particular when it comes to its foreign policy in Africa, a 
strategic continent for the EU. In any case, the EU must strike alliances both with China and 
African countries to face its ennemies: Putin and Trump. »


• What will the EU look like in 2030? 

E.G.S. : « This question is both easy and difficult to answer. Either the EU will move further to-
wards integration or this will be the beginning of the end for an exciting, truly European 
political project. So I think we need to make the most of the next few years to strengthen the 
European project. This is no easy task with 28 countries, which is why we could start working 
with 10 to 12 member States which genuinely wish to defend the EU, which call for more inte-
gration, without alienating the other countries but without having to wait for them nonetheless. 
In other words, making headway with countries that wish to move forward with the integra-
tion process (Germany, France, Spain, Portugal, Belgium, the Netherlands, some Eastern 
countries, and, I surely hope so, Italy.) » 

Interview conducted by Lucie Solem - President of EuroCité
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« Either the EU will move further 
towards integration or this will 
be the beginning of the end for 
an exciting, truly European poli-
tical project. So I think we need 
to make the most of the next few 
years to strengthen the Eu-
ropean project. » 
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