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• Your greatest success during the 2014-2019 parliamenta-
ry term (collective or personal) ? 

P.L. : « In my opinion, our major success is the progress we achieved in terms of fair taxation 
and transparency. It also should not be forgotten that Europe has 
taken the lead in this field by adopting the data protection law. Ho-
wever, it is highly regrettable that the same cannot be said of our 
work on the environmental issue. Unfortunately, we have slowed 
down the pace of our efforts in this area.  

The turning point of the latest legislature was the year 2015, when 
the European Union provided Greece with a financial assistance plan 
which led the country to be placed under European supervision in 
July. Shortly afterwards refugees started to flock massively. » 

•  The biggest failure of the 2014-2019 par-
liamentary term ? Is there something you regret? 



P.L. :  « The lack of a collective answer to the migration 
crisis constitutes a major European failure. The Euro-
peans’ fear dominates most of the debates ; it only leads 
to inward-looking attitudes and calls for a fortress Eu-
rope. Some politicians even contribute to this feeling by 
taking advantage of these fears in order to emerge as 
protectors. The last EU mini-summit of 29th and 30th 
June on the subject of refugees has underlined these 
positions. This inability to implement a collective policy 
has negative consequences on countries that are on the 
front line in terms of migratory flows, such as Italy or 
Greece, and which often have to handle the situation on 
their own. »  
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• Any forecast for your political family for the 2019 Eu-
ropean elections ?  

P.L. : « There are still eleven months to go until the European elections. I am truly convinced 
that the pro-European forces, and therefore the Greens as well, will succeed in springing a 
surprise. One year ago, nobody believed in us or in our future, and yet we are still here and 
more active than ever before. The internationalist spirit, one of social justice and open-
mindedness, is still alive in Europe ; it gives us hope for the future elections. »


• Greatest challenges for the EU for the 2019-2024 parlia-
mentary term? 



P.L. :  « The greatest challenges for the next legisla-
ture are actually time bombs : first of all, our ecolo-
gical footprint, second of all, the social injustices 
that are multiplying in all their forms. This last pro-
blem seems, rightly or wrongly, to be more urgent in 
the eyes of the general public. The question is 
simple : are we going to let a narrow group of eco-
nomic players – multinationals – continue to exploit 
ressources and people, or will we succeed in rever-
sing the current trend ? »  

• What will the EU look like in 
2030? 

P.L. : « The future of the European Union for the ten 
years to come is clear : it will either need to be strengthened or it will hopelessly disappear. In 
the latter case, an institutional appendix will remain to manage current affairs. The alternative 
is for Europe to make significant progress towards integration, in social and tax issues as well 
as security and migration matters. To my mind, the evolution our world is currently experien-
cing and the emergence of political protagonists such as Trump, Putin or China, who aren’t 
necessarily benevolent, are going to give Europeans a wake-up call. » 

Interview conducted by Lucie Solem - President of EuroCité
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« One year ago, nobody believed in 
us or in our future, and yet we are 
still here and more active than ever 
before. The internationalist spirit, 
of social justice and open-minded-
ness, is still alive in Europe ; this 
assessment gives us new hope for 
the future elections. » 
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