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• Your greatest success during the 2014-2019 parliamenta-
ry term (collective or personal) ? 

C.R. : « I would like to mention three major successes achieved during the latest legislature. 
Firstly, a collective one : I was full of pride and conviction as I voted for the reform of the Du-
blin Convention in the Committee on Civil Liberties, as well as for a reform establishing an in-
dependent agency for asylum. The role of this agency will be to support member states, to 
coordinate and strengthen the cooperation and implementation of the common asylum regime 
in Europe. A large part of these policies leans on the solidarity reigning 
between the member states ; the creation of such an agency has there-
fore been highly important. We proceeded even further with the reform of 
the Dublin Convention, as we have thereby proposed a totally new, ambi-
tious, solidarity-based and responsible system. We are getting rid of the 
notion of country of first entry in favour of an automatic and mandatory 
resettlement mechanism. Put more simply, it means that every state - 
and not just Italy and Greece anymore - will have to file the applications 
for asylum. Every political group and country nationalities are represen-
ted in the European Parliament. It is by no means easier for this assembly 
to reach a compromise than within the European Council. But we have 
worked together in close collaboration. More personally, I have been very 
active in two dossiers that I hold dear and that, I think, were successes. 
First as negotiator for my group in the parliamentary committee of inquiry 
into emission measurements in the automotive industry after the 
Volkswagen scandal. Thanks to my group, the resolution particularly in-
sists on protecting the workers and granting financial compensations for the affected consu-
mers, with a clear support of civil society. The American clients who had been deceived by 
Volkswagen have received the right to claim 10 000 Dollars each to compensate for the da-
mage caused, it was therefore unacceptable for European customers to be neglected. Lastly, I 
am very committed to fighting for women’s rights and for their right to own and control their 
own bodies. I had a paragraph - ruling that the denial of safe and legal abortion represents a 
great violence to women - added to a European Parliament report on an international treaty 
intended to combat violence against women (Istanbul Convention). Considering that a large 
part of the assembly is conservative, it was a major victory for us to get the report adopted and 
therefore a way to send a strong message to all European women. » 
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• The biggest failure of the 2014-2019 parliamentary term ? 
Is there something you regret ? 

C.R. :  « My regrets are directly linked to our institutional system and the role of the European 
Council. The Council is co-legislator ; therefore the EU cannot make any decision without its 
approval, and this is sadly a big issue. The Council is paralysed by the heads of state and go-
vernments’ hyprocritical and wait-and-see attitude. No decision can be made, nothing 
changes, and the states bury the dossiers they dislike, without any consideration for the work 
carried out by the European Parliament, even though it is elected by direct universal suffrage. 
Flowing from this observation, I regret that the sanctions requested against the European 
states violating fundamental rights have still not 
been implemented. When it comes to Poland, 
for example, Hungary rejects every possible 
sanction, and the vote to implement the sanc-
tions need to be unanimous. The rule of law 
and the fundamental rights underlie the Eu-
ropean project, it is very disappointing to watch 
such a renunciation. It also applies to the asy-
lum reform. The member states recently deci-
ded, with total disregard to the European Parlia-
ment’s proposal to reform the Dublin Conven-
tion, to postpone the dossier, probably indefini-
tely. Not a single piece of legislation regarding  
the European asylum policy has been formally 
adopted yet because the Council has been blo-
cking them all for months. » 

• Any forecast for your political family for 2019 European 
elections ? 

C.R. : « I don’t usually do forecasts because no election is a foregone conclusion. But one 
thing is for sure : the fight against the Liberals and the Nationalists will be tedious. We 
stand by and watch as nationalist and populist movements alarmingly rise in Europe. They put 
the worst, and often deceptive, arguments to use, and seem to be increasingly heard and re-
peated. It is now our duty to find a credible alternative or to convince Europeans that social, 
solidarity-based and humanist policies have a positive impact on everyone, and not only on 
the ones that are directly affected by them. »
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• Greatest challenges for the EU for the 2019-2024 parlia-
mentary term ?  

C.R. : « If the European Union wants to be able to quickly and efficiently take action, it has to 
overhaul its functioning, especially its ordinary daily legislative procedure. The whole system 
is flawed and paralyzed by the European Council. We need a reform of the Treaties in order 
to clarify the division of competences ; the European Parliament must legislate on its own 
when working on European competences. The other challenge is of course implementing a 
social Europe that will benefit every European citizen. »


• What will the EU look like in 2030? 

C.R. : « Ideally, the European Union will be a federal one by 2030 ! Europe would than be able 
to handle all the major cross-border challenges we currently have to face. For a federal Eu-
rope, we also need an increased active participation from the part of our fellow citizens, we 
need them to placed back at the heart of the decision-making process. A federal Europe is 
one of the Social Democrats’ deepest convictions.   

Interview conducted by Lucie Solem - President of EuroCité
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